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Regressing in Advancing: Morris’ Behaviorist View of Sign

Jin Yigiang

Abstract: The kernel of Morris’view of sign is to regard semiosis as an action
involving relations between one “vehicle” and two “others”: “sign
vehicle” refers to “designatum”; “sign vehicle” causes “interpretant”.
The scope of the two “others” are too narrow if sign is to encompass
various kinds of signs; the relationship between “sign vehicle” and

> and

“interpretant ” is not causal by nature; “ designatum’
“interpretant” never get both involved in a semiosis. Morris” view of
sign, inheriting Peirce’s triadic view of sign and behaviorism, fails to

meet Morris™ expectation.
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ZRTET . X ABNE SR, BRWAESHR, Dk A5 BIRECRMER
MIHIETA—E, o TlRARE LRTREL, AT ABCNAT S50 “8dk”, B
PR S “BEE”. A5 BRINKRRN “FFNKR",

IR FEFFTHMMATT RS 752 A A D BRLG
MR, Rzl Bz, 5 AMCHATES N A ES BAHXW B, 114
EXAFSENARAEAPH, BT (C K Ogden) FBi#ZZ (L
A. Richards), ffiTiXE DAFF5- 18 S B H 455 g 5.0 B R 5 — 1ok
PSR — DR . BRI T IR R — ARy, HOR LA i 5
P S R A D BEERIE ”C RSB (Charles Morris), fFEH = AR ¥
e, BRI TR 2E 50 o R E R 550 (semiosis)
W R EA BN ER, ER B RS A5 80A (sign vehicle), £F
SRR ETE (designatum) , JEYL RS R ULEAT 5 TS By, 1E
FHFZ i & & 00 850 R 2 /i B T01 Cinterpretant), &5 PU > % K £ i B4
(interpreter) ,% 5§ T Ff UL 1k I £F 5 AT AT 2 A0 R A 1R 9 T 0
(preparatory-stimulus) » % 1 £ H i 7E 51 L 547 M % (behavior-family) )
W5 (response-sequences) B HI ¥ (stimulus-object) AN7E 7R,
FEREA RN G LA AT i 04 5287 7 0 5 20 B B0y (A 1] . © 565 = i i3
Bt frod R L MEERMERR, TS (sign) 7EREMIREL (context)
T, 7EMEF (interpreter) Wi il LIFAE BN (interpretant) X Fp 77 R0 45
SHETE (signification) —— 40P ZF Y I RAE Ky — Rl TI6 3—1F
R B O S AR X, (R A T LA, R . iR

@® C. K. Ogden, I. A. Richards, The Meaning of Meaning. New York: Routledge &. Kegan
Paul, 1923, p. 53.

@ Charles Morris, Foundations of the Theory of Signs. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
1938, p. 3.

® Charles Morris, Signs, Language and Behavior. New York: Prentice-Hall, 1946, p. 10.

@ Charles Morris, Signification and Significance. Cambridge: M. L. T. Press. 1964, p. 2.
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® Charles Hartshorne, Paul Weiss. eds. . Collected Papers of Charles Sanders Peirce, vol. 5.
Bristol: Thoemmes Press, 1998, p. 326.

@ C. E. Osgood, “On Understanding and Creating Sentneces”, American Psychology. 18
(1963): 735—51.
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@® C. K. Ogden, I. A. Richards, The Meaning of Meaning. New York: Routledge &. Kegan
Paul, 1923, p. 55.

@ C. K. Ogden, I. A. Richards, The Meaning of Meaning. New York: Routledge &. Kegan
Paul, 1923, p. 53.

® Edmund Husserl, Logical Investigations 1, trans. J. N. Findlay. London: Routledge,
2001, p. 186.
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