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Nick Couldry: Data Colonialism Is the Latest Stage of Colonialism——Marxism and Digital

Culture Criticism

Chang Jiang, Tian Hao

Abstract: Through in—depth interviews, and based on the understanding of colonialism through Marxist lenses and the

mechanism of the commercialization of life via data practices, this article discusses and contextualizes British sociologist and

media researcher Nick Couldry’ s theorization work of data colonialism. By analyzing Couldry's critical views and research

practices, this article proposes that the current global data practices are to a certain extent implying a new stage of capitalism—

based colonialism. Social scientific researchers should try to clarify the mechanism of data colonialism through historicized

theorization rather than simply considering it as a new form of commercialized labor. For contemporary Marxists, it is necessary

to actively update classic Marxist theories and methods in the digital age, and to promote the deep integration of Marxism and

contemporary society.
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