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Heidegger’s Views on Tao-language and Its Limitations
from the Perspective of the Semiotics of Meaning

Chen Yaling

Abstract: The “Tao” of Lao-Zhuang and Heidegger both belong to the original
horizon of the meaning of Being and have not been meaningfully or
semiotically realised. Based on the original structure of Tao,
Heidegger strives to bracket out subjectivity. However, there are still
obvious tendencies of anthropocentrism, language-centrism and

nationalism in his world and its happening situation. Heidegger’s
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thought remains within the domain of subjective philosophy and his
way to language does not completely emerge from the shadow of the
narrow sense of language. As Lévinas claimed, Heidegger’s way lacks
the Other, and “Sage” is just a thought of “Totality”. This reflection
on Heidegger’s views on the Tao-language suggests the possibility of
other ways to Tao.
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