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Dream as a Fictional Narrative
FANG Xiaoi
( School of Foreign Studies Sichuan University Chengdu 610064 China)
Abstract: For a long time the study of dream has disfavored by the narratologists because they doubt its nar—
rativity. The disavowal of dream as narrative once made the narratological study of dream come to a deadlock.
The publication of Zhao Yiheng’ s General Narratology brings dream to the narratology camp. As a fictional
narrative dream shares some characteristics with the other fictional narratives and meanwhile it also has its
particular characteristics. Based on Zhao Yiheng’ s idea on dream as a fictional narrative this paper aims to
explore the basic elements of dream from the narratological and psychological perspectives including the nar—
rator the narratee the characters the implied author as well as the narrative reliability ect. in dream.

Key words: fictionality of dream; basic elements of dream; narrative reliability of dream



