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Bring the Name into Line with Reality

——On The Writing Strategy of Zhao Haizhong's Novel The Craftsmen in Constructing the "Charac-
ter Appellation" System

SHAO Xiaozhou, YAO Wenfang

(College of Literature, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225009, China)

Abstract: The Craftsmen has constructed a highly functional character appellation system. The basic
framework of the novel is built by the layering of appellations, and the plot unit is planned by the clustering of
appellations, which defines the modular textual structure and the jigsaw-like style of the novel; grasping the
prominent individual nodes of the system, the growing characters are interpreted by the displacement of appellations,
and the round characters are highlighted by the grouping of appellations, so as to complete the shaping of the
characters' images; and then, beyond the appearance, the theme of the novel is indicated by the intertext of the
appellations, and the aesthetic ideals are demonstrated by the deviation of appellations, so as to reach the core of
thought and the ultimate question. Though not perfect, this writing strategy innovates and developments methods and
approaches of novel writing, enriches and expands the connotation and territory of the novel genre, and shows the
reality and possibility of pure or serious literature in the new media era.

Key words: The Crafismen; characters appellation system; writing strategy
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