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On the Moral Philosophy of Solovyov in the Context of Existential Semiotics
Eero Tarasti', YAN Xiao-fang®
(1. Musicology, University of Helsinki, 00014, Finland;
2. College of Chinese Language and Literature, Guangxi Teachers
Education University, Nanning 530001, China)

Abstract: Vladimir Solovyov is an integral part of the nineteenth-century heritage, a great system
builder in the manner of Hegel, and also related to Kierkegaard, John Ruskin, and even to the later
Charles S. Peirce. He is clearly semiotic in the deep sense and links with the tradition of “Romantic”
semiotics, which has certain commonalities with Peirce who illustrates the principle of “Romantic” Se-
miotics in his essays “Evolutionary Love”. He seeks the ultimate good for mankind by exploring his
moral philosophy but does so only out of infinite egoism. This may be the axiology foundation of the
mode of Dasein-Transcendence in existential semiotics. His mystic visions of Sophia, makes him a
mystical Eastern man as well as his Hegelian and rationalistic nature. In the light of Solovyov’s theo-
ry, Tarasit got some inspirations for his own system of existential semiotics. Thus, we would have to
interpret “semiotics” more broadly than linguistics-based theories would do. Solovyov remains a part
of the forgotten nineteenth-century heritage. His philosophy has the great value of being rediscovered
and explained no matter what he was, a precursor of existential semiotics, or one of the sources of
many ideas and issues of the twentieth-century and even the future.

Key Words: Vladimir Solovyov; Existential Semiotics; Romantic Semiotics; Moral Philosophy;
Sophia

— 155 —



