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Social Minds Emotions and Cognitive Picture:

A Cognitive Narrative Interpretation of Bi Feiyu’ s Massage
WANG Changcai
( School of Humanities Southwest Jiaotong University Chengdu Sichuan 611756 China)

Abstract ‘Social minds” is a concept put forward by Allen Palmer a British cognitive narrator. In his
opinion the traditional methods for novel character study pay more attention to individual perspective while
ignoring social perspective thus he advocates “social minds.” Massage focuses on blind people and enters
the hearts of different characters from an omniscient perspective creating many characters with distinct
personalities. The inner presentation of each character in his works is mostly based on the psychological habits
of blind people with healthy people as reference and personal psychology becomes the embodiment of the
social minds of blind people. When writing about the psychological aspect of blind people he also refers to
other group psychology. The group image of blind people created by Massage is not all of a piece but reflects
different types of blind people in different situations and different personalities showing a more comprehensive
pedigree of blind people. Emotional entanglements among blind people are related to specific social minds as

well as physiological defects and cognitive dislocation.
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