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The primitive communication art of the stage: The latent value of
non-verbal sign communication in the stage performance art

XIE Shali, ZENG Jingping

(School of Architecture and Art, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
School of Digital Media and Design Art, Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications,
Beijing 100876, China)

Abstract: Among the stage performance arts such as singing, playing, and chanting, the performer's
non-verbal expression elements such as clothing, gestures, expressions, eyes, movements, hairstyles as well
as lighting, stage props, and backgrounds all play important roles. These non-verbal expression elements are
the main signs of primitive communication in the theoretical system of "new mass communication", having
the same important cultural and artistic value as the verbal language. Starting from the development origin of
etiquette images about stage performance arts, contemporary application, and future trend of the non-verbal
sign communication, this article explores the latent, fission, and evolution processes, deepens and sublimates
the practical significance of primitive communication of stage performance arts, which sketches out the
Chinese elements, characteristics, wisdom and the Chinese-style "stage primitive communication art"
concept. This study, based on the context of building new liberal arts, pioneers landmark concept "stage
primitive communication art," intends not only to enrich and expand the application connotation and
academic boundaries of the new mass communication theory and stage performance art theory, but also to
strengthen cultural value of innovation practice in stage performance.

Key Words: primitive communication; non-verbal; sign communication; stage performance; latent change
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