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Representation of a Gendered Nature:
Advertising Rhetoric on Gender and Nature

LIU Tao
(Institute of Movie Culture and Communication, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, 730070)

Abstract; By analyzing 1437 transcripts of awarded advertisements at Cannes Lions International Advertising Festival
and CLIO Advertising Festival, the study shows that the "Greenwashing Movement" aimed at building public image of
enterprises usually takes nature as backdrop, product and consumption to relieve the tension between product
consumption and ecological crisis. As most "Sex as Representation Aris" construct a gendered and bodied nature, so
does a symbolic narrative connection set up among the nature, body, desire, gaze, passion and power. Moreover,
femininity and masculinity in an ecological narrative constructs a series of typical or standardized interpretations by
unconscious visibility. Therefore, as any commodity production, the myth and desire attached to the commodity is
produced through a patterned, standardized and statistical process.
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