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Abstract: The origin of the Yijing lies in images, which are actually reflections of the visual thinking of the ancestors. From the per-
spective of coding intention, Yi images focuses on visual thinking, while hexagrams have both realistic and impressionistic features.
The impressionistic feature follows a minimalist visual thinking approach, reflecting the abstract thinking ability of our ancestors to
control complexity with simplicity. In terms of textual meaning, Yi images expanded the scope of meaning of the Book of Changes by
combining the symbolic features of hexagram and line symbols with the metaphorical features of hexagram and line statements. From
the perspective of explanatory meaning, the virtual reference of image meaning is different from the real reference of textual meaning,
and the combination of Yi images increases the diversity of interpretation. The receiver usually achieves a rational explanation in the
process of observing and musing with words according to specific situations. The Chinese ancestors walked out from the primitive
thinking mode through the combination of words and images in the activities of ¥i images, which is the unique feature of Chinese semi-
otic thought.
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