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How Local
Action: An

Knowledge Participates in Rural Media
Anthropological Examination of Short

Videos with a “Local Flavour”

Li Fei Li Shiyan

Abstract:

Keywords:

The anthropological discourse on local knowledge, characterised by
the concepts of context, specificity, and exclusivity, is associated with
specific times, spaces, places, and populations in pre-modern/
traditional societies. In the current social context of rapid iterations of
media technology and discourse ecology, numerous “local flavour”
short videos, with low-barrier and highly dispersive media technology
attributes, have fully penetrated daily life. This phenomenon has
expanded the space for discussing how local knowledge can be
embedded into media-based social actions during the reconstruction
of urban-rural relations in China. This study highlights the practical
aspect of local knowledge in the media space. Based on an
ethnographic deep description of social media depictions of daily life
in a village in northwestern China, the study examines the embodied
practices of symbolisation and mediatisation of rural daily life from
the perspective of symbolic anthropology. It considers the implicit
construction and expression of knowledge equality, information
flattening, and grassroots subject identity awareness in the microscopic
bodily practice of “browsing” short videos. Within the complex
association of media symbols’ visibility, affordance, and browsability,
it is observed that local knowledge not only embeds itself as a
knowledge element in the media symbolic landscape of rustic villages,
but also represents an important action path, reflecting the complex
experiences and subjective meanings of rural people participating in
the current media world from the specific historical position of
locality.

local knowledge, media actions, “local flavour ”, semiotic

anthropology, rural areas
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