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Linguistic Dilemmas and Breakthroughs: Buddhist
Mantras and the Birth of Tantra

Xu Xiaoxia

Abstract: From the perspective of linguistic philosophy, this article outlines the
mternal linguistic factors that led to the emergence of the Buddhist
mantra, the Dharani. As a type of language, the “true word” mantra
1s based primarily on function rather than ideographic interpretation.
Its emergence and development are the result of Indian Buddhism’s

responses to internal and external pressure. First, in terms of
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linguistic philosophy, Indian and Buddhist traditions were actively
adapted through the reconstruction of Buddha’s language. Second,
with the “true word” mantra at the centre, Indian Buddhism
gradually extended its corresponding methods for systematic practice,
such as handprints and mandala rituals, ultimately giving rise to a
new sect within Mahayana Buddhism: the Buddhist Tantra.
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WAL UL TR ST | SCUAIHEAR MRS A 0 R BRIl , 2R
SA0AE . FORRALANTE AR AL A AR, IR DN E A R A L S A
CWEHT 2R, HEEILXMN R, BAREEEE (manta) |
W (vidya) . BE®JE (dharant) SFZRIEA. ERO1E IR T R B R ik
[——g2Je (dharani) Y& (HEAE, 2008, p.17), “FEFR” EH
CEFE BERF. BRI, RHEZIRKIL, BORWARHSREYE. HERY R
WHRAFLIE G L R 26, I EREP E, JyE B A, o
HEHIERMEHAE ML R” (B, 2011, p.644)  BRBATSLELIH
gEE CmONT ORI, PR TENE S RS SUR A SE S RS JE B
Wk MR, N, EFFEL AR A A O A% O i) B, T Lt
WRIE KA TE I E T 54T 5 S5 F AT 3 B BN T 15 5 SRR 46 2%
a7/E

CHFET (mantra) FEN CRMEPT, EFENET. UE, Wi, K%
A, BRI N F AR ZH P RIEE, kS, EORERT
DERYRR N ESETE M % 2 . WA, ELw bR M DR 5 R a1 5,
X B2 S W T R AR A T i ) 2L IR o 30 e A IR R ) L R,
1B FAME AT LUK ESC A S 2 &, FRAH I A se b B, i n] st A%
L (R] PR R A, T A AR AR AR TR . MEONTR H I —AhET, HEW
FEA R IR MR, Mo AT REME N &, RISCBUAEAM R E B (IR
W) ZUHIMRRTE S, IEWEGR A E R EA IR, RN TFHEESE,
ik B, ETHEIAT, MAETRS M (1999, p.325),

WAAE A — ISR RACBIR, HR A S AR A AR W S 2R i N AR
ZHENER, HATETXTE A A R 28 i e SN 23 Iy sl SCHE DR Z Rl 2
SRIRZ A, A0 T WGE T 1 B B 0 TR, DR DR S A LA
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X EGE F IS R FHEE, o E LR A AR, A E R
HOK S 7000 X EDEE RN 2R M 58 3 LIRS BB O 25 2R, JF it B A
RICNFRMEA: H— BB (02 IR . BE RS S (BhERe) , — P RIEF
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ARFIECE B U R AL A, 2 Wb AR 4 2 A D — S i ST 9 S SR IR TP B
MR AR, TR L, HE S LR A R M — D E 2 gt

—. BHEWESEFEREE
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1o WEEMEh—BWERIE N AT, AAKREFRZE, 47 Ny

HANEE YA, A H A O T A A, BE N AR &z 37
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WEE ASEYERE, PN SR GE — . A Bh B IR 9 A B 5K 4
hlL SO AMRER, BORSHA; SRl MERIR K O RAT, A IS
TR EARGORTIA, JoA A, T ] 3k i kS A9 18 5 7 e 2 SR B R
M TR A, At “HERE, RS, HEtRT (CRBE
BEZz, 1973, p.983), EE AL RBESLERM THME, AREFE#H-30
TASIA o HEAIERYR L A L0 B B BEAR S, AR S A Rl
T (HAEMT) BEfEelE T AR, CAEMTT ST RERIA
=N AH - AFTRT, BEANETE = A IR ST, BRER
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T, MERIRTETE & 5 S m S 1 LUB . R B/ sy < Fh 17
gy, BRTE S SRR SC R AV UIE . (EMERIRAE T B AN S A ) R
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EBEE AT, WU S MTLAE R CCT R O, Ty 2= i
PNFEN. oA F UL, BESCT, BETCREN . A& HE B R o W Je 307 L,
PATCREN T ik oA its, AR AF WIS, 2o E s mkr].” (%
MEFF, 1988, p.856) . biRsr e IS A P IR B R AL A RS
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T s PR SRR A TS LA B H A8, BB e 1 S AR, A F
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LeJgttr (2) BRARTES ZWIB . T APERY, B2 WATE 15 B FE AT il 2 1%,
Ja B BHAEN S WY FEREE; (3) WEORS AU IY (f
Hik) RATESLMER, AEMSHEERTIES KR, XA 15
F UMM S MR R, 5 R E B BT S, —ERA AN IR
MIFRIBTIRE . IERIEXNX AR A bH b, B R TR ATE S AT 5L,
ROIEAEXS W BUE Gl 5 2 IR 5 T oz i S B

MORFEH I, b2t A5 oL IR B Sl ok BRI IR 10 RS
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N, (G EN JEE R A ) SCRR I ] SRR AT Y 5 =l o e W,
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WhEOE F AT H BB AP G SR I N . BhRE S BB S WS
COSVESIART IR E o QR VTR B e D EAR Y R AR B Y
SRR EOE TP — S P TR 26 B 2 R 6 )
WHE P AR AR AR TAE B R R R
TARYERE, SXAE CEFT B AR TR SR o K R A S )
BT RIS o 5 P B0 Wt AL [ Sy PR T A =2 1

= HRHNEH
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B, RGP BRI, BT S AR ORI . K
M. XA, BREMEAEY TSR T G R P B A RO A
B O RS SR B I O IR, Kl D B e YR X B 1 1
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bt = e (i) (2018) Wik, S T RFHEML, — A% SEF—U
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PRI D720 BAMEA T, MR —FRroRey AR5 115
o PR, WEREHIARE T SORMG R bR 25, PO Al A B0 IE L
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AT LR AT 5 B R Al L HEATIF 58 U AT 550 BT 3l e NIXNAER,
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THOLRE T (e, X AR PTIE R I i, R MFE I a i =
B THEE S, GRS RR. WA SOIF S T WA A [ i .
(1) MhREMHAIRE R 5 o0 TB, o AA BRm e, (HICR 0 ER T
H, AU S R EE, TEHBER TS, ficerd; (2)
WHFE AR T8l T 5 1 73— MR B R ATE, B LA 8 A R A 2 XS
HIR, IR, AR E T F R R B S AR, X e
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X PR [R] i BEER BN se IR 5 A RIBRE, EIXHE S 775 R T LT
FREEER G, TR F REFL M AL iR 58 2 n HIE . AR WA A PR L1
SR, WAL SCFRIE I TE s B H B R BRI . e % 1k 5 4x i EL P
A Rholrh, HIERIIRR “HE®EIL, ATAHENTA i X
AR RO, W (Fhifge) (2018) sEIABLBEIR S A MG R TIRE: 1
B, W —UNEARES, TR —UIE AR R - B BE AR 57 4%
R—UIESMNEAR " H5 2, ZIR5 I M BE TR 7 1A #i = i py D agdE (B &2
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SRS XA, Oy — R B A i B
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(BUEBRPEY Al (AEBY LT “vak” (5. F. S Wik, RESumH
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PRI, B B o A 1 5 2 S A B RS (e ——RER NS &, AR T
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JiEE, BIEIF R IR Y Bl R B oA T L S A A AR R A
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EIRAEZA—E, HRF XK., EREERE, SLIHEMEA “vak” BIHER
FIRIEA A Al R AN 1] 3R — 00 . A2 Y REARL S R 28 T R e S
—1k

PR ) 7 7 WL T 38 T AR AT A A AR 07, SE SO 36 A,
FAERRFIFM, XLEYGRIRZIE 0 T AR 5 o2 48, ENRE SRSk
AL WP R AR 2 A TE 5/ 35 19 R AR LT RIDRS 1 i Jid 2 1] 4 2 22
HRA o KM A T BOU 27 AR RO B S 50 TR o 2 AR5y —,
RV T (A A AR SESC, RO, MR R BUNZ R B 2 S e 1
TESLS By B AR . AREOW A BT 5 w2 M B0 2 K A A Sl ie | &
HE MFE S e E TORERE 5 ums N R At TR LA Bg Rl . RS
W CBABEE RS T L T TA L RAT . TRAE, DR E,
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SRR RIS A gz " (A9, 2019, p.36) FFHIE
SCHZEMZAR AR & SR K 1 b 2008 5 0 S e 75 TR T BEAR B P T8 5 1Y
HuE FIZhRE

PR BE MR RO AU R R F I SHELY | WSS e = Fh,
EHRAEFRD e, MiEE, I HAEERERSIE, BEUeh =42
AEHBI, CEHET &R, HUOR U7 CSLIET, s A T gOR A
CERET B R SRR PR A R B OB LA U,
MEHIZE, "RV AEERZEEE AEEER (BEH =, 2011,
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ARERTT R, RO ABL it 2 vk

B RIE S SRR Gl A e 2 HE A RO IRIE b, 2HEP B3
TEENRE SR HUAE AU, IR BE AR R B 1 BN SCA AR S i — A B B2 A
=, e, WEMM®Z EFEEERES . M0 Na M, AR
HP IR AT B — T “man” BN Y (BRE) BT, HE “wa” FoR
TH. #RI0, “mantra” a]EEfEDY “MEREAE (BLOR) TR B R
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AR SRR T O AE X BRI R, S sz “STRHEN
AARIKAZH . ARIIEEE, BEHRRROS - B AT, 38 = BRAREE, S
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il (1 —Bh 7k

ke S B rih 5wtk E TwieEkas, URE T, MHRBUlZ&
SRS T I IACAZ, RILAS L LR E AL T B AL

17



[ #FsSS5ER (28)

JCABRFZSC o R A 2O TR AR BN BE AT AR o TS0 b 28 B ps 2 T
FE R S SO B XIS ZE 5 IR T I AR E RE T o AR IR 0T T 4%
8 AIXHIBBE 5 BUFAE G A Fh AR 3 I, IR0 UG B BE B B R 2 5 S B9 4%
SANEEL, B TS SCHMBR MG T CF, BRBERASMSH YR %7 0
W, SBeP e T “EIFIEL . R IEER” B, R CREEIR)
SO . “mpE® e &H. P RE, FEEERE, SHk, 6k
Ko, SRR, BRRROAREOANR” (1973, p.95) M TIEICIZIES et
WEREaM, FEImELED, SRMKRETENTZ— I K”
(dharana) ML, BEEFER JEICIZITZEET L2 LIsN, WARZE, SR T i
AR TH =B . = BRSERE & X, RIRZ ML AT LABE R 2 5 # LI 2¢
HIRRE, R RREIME B E Ik —, e R E R,
T B R E R
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W& TS RGBT K, g% Je LAWT 10 A 3 e 12 ARAVE FRAIK,
Nz EREE R BIFAME W& Fh SR 2, FE S e B e mantk, A 17 AR
PRI, N FREJE M U 0 SR IRCHE () A 18] ) 25 i Dh se PR SRS, FRilke 2 e
FORAS AT, WP I E R RS S, R R0 Tk
BRI, RO RE, P REESEA NS A EHER
[ SNE SRS TE 8, 7RO TR M RA1E 3 o R b 2 rp, S84
HABSESOE IR —ik, BT LR e o X —AR, Xk 0% 25 10 30 A
AEREAE L ERRMEGEE RS, A THSEARRS, & XMIEER
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RS, RIS IR E— P Sl T RER e 5 A E R SER H B
REm, TS . BISERIRES JESEE M AR, FEX JE R D RE M
BRI TR R KR SF IR 55, (I a) R o LA BE,
PR, BREAL, AR AP, SRS E, LURK OB
20) SRR IITE S MIEAR S B T, CFE e A ) W2 DL REACR B
Be. RFehres e SWSTIREIFMMIL, ORI, AUE—MhE
5, HAR A R At 2 O — 1 AR B R A2, 2 R 2
ENAZ— (%) Q) Fzd, PRSI Ee—MF, EESER
AT S S 2GR TIURMFE S Je , BhFETE = SR 7 D 7 L HAT plod R s %
JeSt. BERJeA y— I 1o B A L e Sl T U IR S — e P e
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VERMSE R ey . HAT BORFFIEAFE D R B . Bk . (BRI S 7K
GRS e W (1) PP e MO P JEAHZHE AR
PERGTTAERTT, MU B H AN Z B AR By MEE R . MhEERYI =, MH
W TS B E SRS BRI F —FEY e . HEHER,
HOBFERE S A SR BN . BhFeih = R B FFED Je A for £ 48
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P2 I N B TIRE, FRERER JEMERE R, AT BEUCHT R Al DS £k
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TEZ00 S WA H AR, (FERZIE) M (JerEd Jeit)
SFE WU R ATIIRG, ARE T A I AL A KA S O m w0t . (ULt
B bEail) (BHELI) (BhUi R E £ L LZRNT RS EL)
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AL, 2015, p.4). TEME L L, BRNERLERE-S RSN iE.
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ENEE G HON D LTS 5 32 R AN T IR AR P 5 ik, s BhBE e S
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