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Soul belief of the Miao people in western Hunan and its symbolic expression in their funeral ceremony
LONG Sheng - yang' > & BAI Gui - xi'

(1. South — central University for Nationalities Wuhan 430074 China; 2. Guizhou Normal College Guiyang 550018 China)
Abstract “das jad” and “das rut” which have a long history are the two types of the soul belief of the Miao people in western Hu—
nan. “das jad” indicates dangers and pollution and “das rut” refers to purification that has the protective function. The Miao people
show much respect and fear to their soul belief in their social life which finds expression in their actual practice of various kinds with
a clear system of social classification and interpretation and embodies rich symbolic cultural significance and an orderly existence of
the social structure. On the basis of the fieldwork this paper analyzes the soul belief of the Miao people in western Hunan and its sym—
bolic significance embodied in their funeral ceremony in the perspective of symbolic anthropology.
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