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The Formation and Transformation of the Views of
Mass Communication Audience: A Research on
the History of Media Conception Based on Films

HU Yi - qing
( School of Journalism and Communication , Nanjing University , Nanjing 210093 , China)

Abstract: The Payne Fund Studies in 1928 and the Army Research in 1942 marked that two views of mass audience
which were totally different from the past appeared on the academic arena. The former put the audience into the in—
terpretation framework of the American liberalism in order to understand and suggest the damage of the audience’ s
rights which they might suffer through the effect research, while the latter tried to control the public via effect re—
search in terms of the aim of the social cohesion. The background of this change derived from the dramatic social
transformation and role transition in America at the first half of the 20th century. It suggests that the explanation to
the audience are changeable with the focus variation of the major ideology. It also explains that the audience is a
historical concept which is in constant change. The author suggests that the textbooks of mass communication are
unreliable in understanding audience. Excessive use of the ideas of scientific management and social control, using
the logic of mass communication to explain the contemporary audience,not only lacks the illustrative power in theo—
ry,but also triggers the conflicts in reality.

Key words: views of audience; the Payne Fund Studies; the Army Research
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