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The Role of Co - text on the Making and Interpreting the Meaning of Dance

Yuan Jiexiong

Abstract: The co — text of dance refers to various social and cultural elements that accompany and after the
dance works, meanwhile, co — text also actively participates in generation of the meaning of dance works and
influences the interpretation of the meaning of dance. From the perspective of the characteristics of co — text,
the process of creation, performance to audience appreciation of dance is generally ‘“controlled” by co —
text. In the process of the making of meaning of dance, para —text, archi —text, pre — text and synchro —
text participate in the construction of the meaning of dance work either explicitly or implicitly. The perform—
ance process is the process in which actors present the specific performance form and co — text directly to au—
dience. In the process of interpretation, Commenting text, link — text and pre — text will participate in the
meaning interpretation of dance. Audience’s appreciation activity is also a reverse reception and inspection of
the co — text of interpretation. Therefore, when a dance work is finally displayed in front of audience, there
will be various co — texts involved, which are intertwined and converged with dance work to construct the
meaning world of dance.

Keywords: dance semiotics, co —text, generative co — text, interpretive co — text

About the author: Yuan Jiexiong, 2020 PhD in Arts at the College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan U-
niversity, member of the Institute of Semiotics — Media Studies, Sichuan University; Lecturer of the School

of Arts, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610041.

O BB (FFSEFEMSGIHEE0D), MAt WAL GE, 2011 45T, 55 156 TT.

- 143 -



