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The “Fourth Motivation” and the Poetic Nature of AI Text
Generation: A Discussion with Professor Zhao Yiheng

Cui Jiucheng

Abstract: With artificial intelligence semiotics being an important research
domain, the proposal of the “fourth motivation” is significant for
theoretical exploration. Building on Peircean semiotics, Zhao Yiheng
posits “succession” as the fourth type of motivation after icomicity,
indexicality, and conventionality, and treats it as the underlying logic

of text generation of large-scale Al models. This paper clarifies and
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argues for its cultural context and logical chain within the history of
semiotics. It further offers a discussion and supplement: under the
framework of a “universal pragmatic motivation”, the arbitrariness of
signs emphasized by Saussure remains relevant, manifesting as a
“secondary arbitrariness ” in the generation of AI's “ machine
language”. Although such text recombination based on probabilistic
statistics lacks the original intentionality of human utterances, its
semantic unpredictability inadvertently carves out a distinctive poetic
space in Al-generated texts.

Keywords: motivation, arbitrariness, succession, thought-sign, artificial intelligence
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