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( 2) (A mother asked her son to clean up his messy room but he was lost in a comic book.Afier a while she

discovered that his room was still messy and said to her son) : This room is totally clean!
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(5) Green is very knowledgeable because he even knows Shakespeare.
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Cognitive Study of Irony in the Past Three
Decades: Review and Reflection

ZHAO Hong

( School of Foreign Languages Shandong University of Finance and Economics Jinan 250014 China)

Abstract: Cognitive study of irony is drawing more and more attention from cognitive linguists in that it
will shed light on the comprehension process and cognitive mechanism of nonliteral language. Meanwhile it
will provide theoretical and practical support for the general hypothesis of figurative language comprehension.
This article reviews the achievements as well as setbacks of cognitive study of irony in the past 30 years sum-—
marizes the major characteristics of its development and sketches the possible directions cognitive study of i—
rony might take in the future.
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