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Transcultural Studies of Representation:
Idea Way Out or Dead End

Zhou Ning

Arising out of current Chinas cultural self — consciousness transcultural studies of representa—
tion reveals the relationship between knowledge and power by deconstructing Western images of Chi—
na and thus puts forward "three sets of questions". From the basic research idea and system for the
three groups of questions we have found a theoretical dilemma in the third set of questions. Faced
with Western modernity Chinese modernity has been in a dilemma of self — imagination not only on
knowledge and concepts but also on value and power; what really needs to be deconstructed is Chi—
nese — Western binary opposition thinking mode of modernity other than Western modernity and Chi—
nese image of knowledge — power network constructed by Western modernity. In this thinking mode
we are unable to break away from the giant Western otherness for our self — identification of moderni—
ty even if we deconstruct Western modernity by the theory of post — modern discourse and question
the self — imagined otherness in Chinese modernity constructed by Western images of China we are
destined to be trapped by the theory of post — modern discourse as there is no ego if without other—
ness. The theoretical plight in the third set of questions will directly question the premise and mean—
ing of transcultural studies of representation. By deconstructing the knowledge — power relations in
Chinas image by means of post — colonialist theories while at the same time deconstructing this de-
construction theory transcultural studies of representation is not only unable to save the self — imag—
ined subjectivity of Chinese modernity beginning from deconstructing Western images of China but
also unable to go towards cultural self — consciousness of Chinese modernity by this way. This is the
fundamental plight of transcultural studies of representation because it can possibly deny the premise

and the self — consciousness mission of transcultural studies of representation.

Between Critique and Construction:
The Janus Faces of Transcultural Studies of Representation

Lin Xi

In critiquing Orientalism as implicated in Western images of China Zhou Ning attempts to sug—
gest two constructive proposals namely the approach of "marriage with power" and that of " detach—
ment from power". The reason that Zhou suggests these two solutions that are seemingly in conflict
and mutually antithetical is his ambiguity in the process of theoretical construction. This article offers
an analytical account of these two faces of the transcultural studies of images from the perspective of

" sympathetic understanding" .



