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The “Noise” of the Text: Information Theory and Deconstructuralism

b o

Chen Lin

(School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210023)
Abstract: Deconstructionism”’s concern with the textual information echoed the information theory
proposed by Claude Shannon. In light of N. Katherine Hayles” “information perspective”, there emerges
the correlation between Shannon’s theorization of “noise” and Bathes’ and Serres’ theorization of the
“textual noise”. This information perspective departs from the traditional criticism based on “science’s in-
fluence on literature” and attempts to understand the phenomenon from the view of “one culture”, in
which both Shannon’s information theory and deconstructionism responded to the cultural debate over “or-
der and chaos”. It will also reveal the elements of humanity embedded in information theory and decon-
structionism’s reflection on and development of information theory in the domain of social science.
information perspective; deconstructionism
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