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From Bipolar Structure to Monad

—From the Perspective of Lotman’s Cultural Semiotics

Zheng Wendong Lin Ke

Abstract This paper investigates the term of Yuri Lotman’s cultural semiotics

— monad. Monad is the smallest bipolar structure, which is the foothold of Lotman’s

cultural semiotics. The two categories of cultural symbols, discrete and muddled, form

monads at various levels, form a topological relationship, interweave with each other,

form the meaning of the text, and at the same time constitute the characteristics of human

thinking patterns. By tracing the origin of the monads, analyzing their intelligence, and

exploring their functions, we can gain a deeper understanding of the basic ideas that run

through Yuri Lotman’s cultural semiotics.
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