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On Roman Jakobson’s Mythological Poetics
— A Comparative Study with Roland Barthes’s Political Mythologies
Jiang Fei

Abstract Roman Jakobson’s mythological poetics combined the methods of linguistics,
sociology, history, anthropology, archaeology, folklore, etc. and expanded the field of “myth”
step by step. From the literary text to the cultural text, from the personal life situation to the
historical situation of the nation, the function of myth is becoming more and more important. From
highlighting the personal life, to strengthening the independent consciousness of national self-
determination, Jakobson finally constructed a magnificent mythological poetics system after forty
years. Further discussion of Jacobson’s mythological poetics from the perspective of semiotics
and folklore, especially the comparison between his “poetic mythologies” and Barthes’s “political
mythologies”, will help us to understand his mythological poetics and its enlightening significance
of pioneering the way for the study of French mythological poetics.

Keywords Roman Jakobson, mythological poetics, Roland Barthes, political mythologies,

poetic mythologies, national mythology
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