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The Narrative Genre of the Image and Events on Ceramics
and Image Narrative

Ni Aizhen
Abstract: Image narrative can be classified into two: general narrative and

specific narrative. This article deals with image narrative generally,

i.e. concerning the image of a story, and thereby classifies the
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narration of an image and an event within image narrative into three
genres: summarizing the event via the image—stereotype events—
symbol; representing events by the image—specific events and
phenomenon—expressing emotions and presenting reasons;
performing events on the image—concrete events—aesthetic
entertainment. And it sorts out their changes in Chinese ancient
ceramic and the influence they exert on the tradition of the image
narrative. Meanwhile, it compares them with the narrative genres on
image and events in the literature narrative to detect the differences
and similarities between text narrative and image narrative. These
three genres reflect three different ways in which images relates events
and its function. Whereas this classification is not categorical, but a
kind of weighting. Different judgement on the genre of the image
narrative brings about different interpretation of the significance of the
image. Therefore, when an author narrates a story via image, he/
she chooses the different genre of the image narrative, while
receivers, only who agree with the author on the cognition of the
image narrative genre, can better grasp the author’s intention,
realizing the image’s social value and cultural value.

Keywords: ceramic, image narrative, summarizing the event via the image,
representing events by the image, performing events on the image
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