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Irony: A Special Semiosis of the ‘“Adaptation of Classics”

Dance

Yuan Jiexiong

Abstract:

Irony, as a special semiosis in dance, has become one of the
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choreographic techniques commonly used by choreographers in
China and abroad, especially in dance works adapted from classical
texts. The key factor for the emergence of irony in the dance of
adaptation of classics is the co-text. Because many classical texts have
made a profound impression on people, the receivers have
constructed a set of co-texts that belong to the classical texts. Once
the co-text elements, such as sub-text and type text, differ from the
classical texts that appear in the dance, the interpreted meaning will
conflict with the text meaning of the text, and therefore irony will
emerge. Irony is produced in dance for the “discourse community”.
When irony is formed in the paratext, architext and classical text
('successive-text) in adapted dance, an ironic relationship between the
successive texts will also form. At this time, irony is not only reflected
in specific form, but also in the content, resulting in the effect of
double irony. When the successive texts conflict, large-scale irony will
result. The concept of expression of postmodern dance and post-
postmodern dance reflects this large-scale irony.

Keywords: Irony;adaptation of classics; dance; semiosis
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