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The Vortex of the “Author” Subject in the Intertextual “Contamination”
of Network Literature and Its Re-centering and Dispersive Differentiation

WANG Shi-can, TANG Xiao-lin

(School of Literature, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610207)

Abstract: Multi-textual production oriented toward added semiotic value, as a “digital new-media mode of literary
production,” has become the overarching semantic field of network literature. Julia Kristeva’s intertextual “contami-
nation” has thus become a feasible mode of semiotic reconstruction. In the general intertextual field, textual “con-
tamination” entails subject “contamination, ” strengthening text - “author” relations and giving the “author” subject
a vortex-like significance. The writer and “participatory authors” composed of readers, platforms, and AIGC jointly
form a matrix of the subject vortex. As “necessary repetition,” Kristeva’s “contamination” provides a theoretical ref-
erence for maintaining ordered “contamination” at the thetic phase through aesthetic integration. In primary narrativ-
ization, this order helps the writer resist low-quality patchwork, enhance literariness, and achieve re-centering. In
secondary narrativization, “contamination” expands coding forms; readers acquire narrative agency in adaptation
and become new “authors,” whose dispersive differentiation appears as platform-based commercial elites and grass-
roots autonomous readers. The vortex phenomenon addresses the urgent issue of the “author” subject and advances
the theoretical construction of network literature.
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