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Public Persona: Imagination as a Style

Liu Na

Abstract: The public persona is a common phenomenon in the era of semiotic

consumption. The receiver relies on the superficial image of a public
persona to seek and establish the self, so as to attain spiritual pleasure
and form a carnival situation with the sender. In order to cater to the
spiritual and emotional expectations of the receiver, the sender adopts
a typed mode of signification, thus weaving a network of meanings
for its public persona. Based on semiotic theory, this paper looks at
the public persona of celebrities and makes a detailed exposition of the
definition, encoding and decoding of style. It points out that the
public persona of celebrities is actually the reproduction and

dissemination of the meaning of style, and that the image of the so-
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called “public persona” is nothing more than the imagination of the
receiver.
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