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From Novel Narratology to General Narratology

——A Summary of Zhao Yiheng’s Narrative Theory

SUN Shao-wen
(1. College of Literature and Journalism ;
2. Institute of Semiotics & Media Studies, Sichuan University , Chengdu 610207, China)
Abstract; Zhao Yiheng’s narrative theory is based on semiotics, extending from novel narratology to general narratology.
In the 1980s and 1990s, in the study of novel narrative, he has started from the narrator and demonstrated the “narrative
self-referential paradox” that generally exists in narrative. He has also proposed the narrative form-cultural critique,
breaking the limitation of the text-centered mode of structuralist narrative theory. Since the 21st century, based on his de-
veloped semiotics, Zhao has expanded the scope of narrative studies to all genres of culture, proposing the bottom-line
definition of narrative and all-genre classification standards, re-examining and answering many fundamental questions of
narrative. General narratology is no longer limited to the novel-centered narrative mode, and has opened up the third
phase of narrative studies.
Key words: novel narratology; general narratology; Zhao Yiheng; semiotics; form-cultural critique
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