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Symbolic Resistance: Searching for the Signifying Practices and

Abstract: Symbolic resistance provides a significant analytic paradigm to understand performing resist-
ance. The aim of performing is to intentionally create image events, subsequently achieving the goal of
social mobilization through visual signifying practices. By the dramatic and gamified distortion of certain

elements on the paradigmatic axis, performing resistance creates an expansive, unstable, and destruc-

Metaphor Mechanism of Performing Resistance

LIU Tao

tive PUNCTUM, which constitutes the symbolic starting point of image semantic analysis In this way,

PUNCYUM constructs a co-context with grassroots discourse on the basis of paradigmatic practice. The
thinking foundation of paradigmatic practice is the culturally metaphoric thinking which means through

the activation and reconstruction of certain commonly shared symbols in human experiences to reconfig-

ure the imagination of grassroots discourse.

Key words: image politics; symbolic resistance; performing resistance; signifying practice; symbolic

image
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