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1 EIK: EIRKEEHR

On the Relationship Between the
Interpretant and the Signifying Subject
Abstract: The key to C.S.Perice’s definition of
sign lies in the interpretant, which sets Pericean
Semiotics apart from Saussurean sign. It refers
to something created by the sign vehicle in the
receriver’s mind, and thus has been termed as
sign’s sinification or the effect of signification.
This paper, based on the definition of sign as
proposed by Perice, tries to explore the relationship
between sign and the signifying subbject, taking
the position that the effect of sign to the subject
indicates the extension of the self into unkowable
dimensions. The effectual interpretant explains that
the subject is an infinite semiosis of signification,
during which, the image of a humble self is what

we are supposed to be.
Key Words: the subject; infinite semiosis; sign;

interpretant
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