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Gender Power in Order Reconstruction: Reflections
on the Female Characters in Nirvana in Fire

Z0U Jinjin, WANG Xiaoying
( College of Liberal Arts, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510632)

Abstract: The novel Nirvana in Fire focuses mainly on men’s revenge in a ruling house and overturns the ro—
mantic story model around women and desire. In the absence of heroine, the female characters share a wide range of
occupations and the Mothers” Image is particularly prominent. Women belong to different male groups in the " Con-
flict of the Prince’s Replacement" and form a " community of interests" with them, showing the great gender power.
Modern feminine consciousness is contained in Nirvana in Fire with women walking from the imperial harem to the
court. Female characters are apt to androgynous femininity, but the narrative strategies of expressing women’s sub—
ject consciousness still have limitations. For the abstinence between men and women is not so much inspired by ho-
mosexual subtext as by the ambition to reconstruct the court order.

Keywords: Nirvana in Fire, gender power, female characters, androgynous
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