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Diversion and Track Losing: The Decline of Landscape Paintings in the Qing

Dynasty from the Perspective of Structural Symbols

Duan Lian

[Abstract] The question of why the landscape paintings in the Qing Dynasty declined and how they declined can be summarized as two

aspects: First, as far as Chinese art history is concerned, because landscape painting lost its mainstream status in the late Ming Dynasty,

the landscape paintings of the early Qing Dynasty continued to inherit the tradition and began to divert. In the case of the connotation of

mountain and water, the journey of seeking Chinese landscape painting has gradually stopped since the beginning of the Qing Dynasty,

and the landscape painting has begun to fall. The logical starting point of this discussion is to classify the many complex landscape

painting groups in the early Qing Dynasty into four: imitation of the predecessors' traditional landscapes, the comeback monks and land-

scapes paintings, the innovative landscape of individualism, and the literati landscape compromised by the world. The essence of the de-

cline of landscape painting in the Qing Dynasty can draw on the symbolic matrix of Greimas, which describes the decline path of literati

landscape as the mainstream, describes the loss of artistic meta-language, and the ecology of the paintings diversion in the Qing Dy-

nasty, moreover, it is also can be supported by the communication mode of Jakobson and post-structuralist theory of Kristeva.

[Key Words] Diversion, Track losing,Greimas Matrix, Intertextuality,Dialogue,Polyphony, The primordial line



