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“Wuse”’: Between ‘“Object’” and ‘“‘Scenery”

Li Weihua

Abstract: “Wuse” ( sensuous colors) is one of the most important categories in

Wenxin Diaolong. In the light of the theory proposed by Russian

2

semiotician Roman Jacobson, “wuse” in the evolution of scenery
description in ancient Chinese literature is a category between “object”

” “,

and “scenery”. From “object”, “wuse” to “scenery”, Chinese classical

landscape poets have played three different roles: the poet of “object”

w ARICHEZHRES—BIE © (COLMEE) WERFRAFS AT (18BZW00L) R

85



[l #FsS5ER (31

is the possessor, the poet of “wuse” is the appreciator, and the poet of
“scenery” is the integrator. The transition from “object” to “scenery”
reflects the transformation of the description of scenery in classical
Chinese literature from pre-modern to modern. Wenxin Diaolong is in
the early stages of this transformation, and “wuse” as a category
between “object” and “scenery” inherently indicates the trajectory of
subsequent evolution, which is of great significance in the history of
Chinese literature and the development of Chinese literary theory.
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