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Image Degree Zero: Roland Barthes’s Image Reading
WU Qiong
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)
Abstract: Roland Barthes, contemporary French thinker and critic, dealt with a diverse range of pic-
tures in his writings, including paint, cinema, advertisement, news photo, magazine cover, and so
on. And yet it is with photography that he was truly obsessed. Based on their functions, Barthes clas-
sified photos into two types: public and private. Generally, he applied semiotic and ideological
analysis to the public photos with an aim to demystify them. As for private photos, particularly those
of his own, his analysis tends to be psychoanalytic. Through reading these two types of photo images,
we can capture some of the symptoms that reflect Barthes’ inner world.

Key words: Roland Barthes; semiotics; text; jouissance; image; degree zero
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