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Shan Hai King and Mythology of
“Queer-image by Cross-cultural Misreading”

Ye Shuxian

[Abstract} The “wonder” of the ancient remarkable book Shan Hai King lies in
recording a great deal of odd events and queer images that are rare in the reality. This paper makes an
analysis on this kind of monstrous phenomenon from the angle of view of both anthropology and the study-
ing of image, and explains the mythology of “queer-image by cross-cultural misreading”, which reflected
a kind of misunderstanding for the different cultures by ancient people. Meanwhile it exams respectively
two kinds of models, on which the mythology of “queer-image by cross-cultural misreading” built, that
is, ideology(ugliness) and Utopia(beautification), and also shows the generalization of these two models
in cultural cognition and the possibility of clearing-up.

[ Key words]  Shang Haiking

cultural misreading” cultural misreading

studying of image " queer-image by cross-

monstrousness Utopianism
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