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The Book of Music and the Construction of Chinese
Musical Cultural Symbol System

Zhou Shangqin

Abstract: The Book of Music contains a wealth of semiotic thought. From the

perspective of semiotics, it outlines a symbolic system of Chinese
musical culture, which reflects the processes of sign generation and
reception within traditional Chinese music. The dynamic object
(“thing ") and the direct object (“ emotion ”) constitutes the
construction of the pre-symbol stage, the representamen (“sound-
tone-music”) constitutes the construction of the symbol stage, and

from “music” to the interpretant (“ritual”)is the construction of the
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post-symbol stage. With the sliding of the meaning triad of the

Chinese music culture symbol system, three connotations, existence

forms and meanings of music are formed, which is also the

construction significance of the Chinese music culture symbol system.

Keywords: The Book of Music, Chinese music, cultural symbol system,
ritual music
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