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Narrative Redefined

Zhao Yiheng

Abstract: Narrative is so natural and simple that it does not seem to call for a definition: Any narrative
tells a story and story-telling is human instinct. Once scrutinized, however, the definition of narrative is
actually extremely complicated, which has indeed led to serious controversy. Some scholars, mainly linguists
and logicians, are for “wide” definitions, claiming that any report on a change is a narrative. This defined,
reports on chemical reaction or on geological transformation are narratives. Many others, mainly narratologists,
are for “narrow definitions”, insisting that the characters in the narrative must act with a purpose to achieve
certain effects. That could seriously limit the number of narratives. A more acceptable approach is to take a
middle ground that narratives must involve a character in an event. Viewed in this way, narratives are highly
human and ethical.
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