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Inventing ™ Pollution” : The Generation of China’s Environmental Governance Discourse Ideas History
Zhu Yajing

Abstract: Environmental issues are reconstructing the values and identity systemof mo dern society. Sustainable de-
velopment and ecological civilization construction are the core of China's governance system. This study based on the
logic of "environmental protection- society development" to review the idea history of "environmental pollution", which
is the key concept and also the origin of environmental issues. With the text analysis in the historical context method, it
is found that the appearance of environmental "pollution" is actually accompanied by the overall modernization of Chi-
na's social concepts. The argument claims of whether "pollution" is a technological "waste" or a "defect”" of social
structure, using scientific knowledge and social emotion resources to generate a discourse network connecting political
discourse, scientific discourse, cultural discourse, ethical discourse etc. This "concept - social order"discourse opera-
tion mechanism based on China's local practice has invented the national modernization institutional rationality, which
led by government and participated by multiple social communities.
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Semiotizing Governance of Environmental Topics: Theories and Pathways
Li Hong

Abstract: Environmental issues are not only about nature, but also about ideas and society. Signs can represent nature,
spread ideas, and resolve conflicts. Representation can deal with environmental identification, semiotic Rhetoric can
deal with environmental controversy, and discourse can deal with environmental power. Accordingly, the governance
of environmental topics is to deal with the issue of environmental publicness through proper name to bring environ-
mental issues into the public's view; to deal with the issue of negotiation and legitimacy through rhetorical controversy;
and to transform power into knowledge through discourse construction to realizing the naturalization effect.

Keywords: environmental topics; meta- governance; meta- sign; semiotizing governance
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