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Semiotic Narrative Principle of Short Video and
Its Critique of Subjective Aesthetics

Yan Xiaofang

Abstract: Short video is a new media narrative form synthesising multiple modes
of expression with image symbols as its core, lasting for several
seconds or several minutes. The most prominent feature of a short
video in terms of image narration is that it pursues the punctum, omits
the studium, and forms a community of meaning through syntagmatic
relation or an axis of combination. The aesthetic style of digital media
or short video communication, which pursues flow and clicks, is to
conquer, attract, please and cater, rather than to criticise and resist.
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