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5 - On the Theoretical Value and Practical Significance of Deng Xiaoping’s Thoughts on
Journalism in the New Era

- Lei Yuejie, Liao Yanfang

During the new era of reform and opening-up, Deng Xiaoping articulated a series of significant
expositions on journalism work, forming the foundation of socialist journalism with Chinese
characteristics. These expositions, rich in content and systematically structured, reflect both Deng
Xiaoping’s and the Communist Party of China’s (CPC) journalistic principles in this transformative
period. In this era, the CPC’s journalistic thought, shaped by Deng Xiaoping’s news ideology, laid
the groundwork for a theoretical framework of socialist journalism with Chinese characteristics. This
ideology remains a cornerstone of the CPC’s journalism during the reform and opening-up era and

offers valuable insights for the development of journalism in other developing countries.

19 - Deng Xiaoping’s Practice of Communication with Foreign Media during the Reform and
Opening-Up Period and Its Value Implications

- Tang Runhua, Wei Tianjin

As the chief architect of China’s socialist reform and opening-up and modernization drive, Deng
Xiaoping conducted numerous interviews with foreign media during the reform and opening-up
period. These interactions provided the world with a more comprehensive, objective, and profound
understanding of China’s reform while highlighting the spirit of a new generation of Chinese
leadership through Deng’s unique personal charm. Deng’s engagement with foreign media established
a new paradigm for China’s external communication, fostering a favorable international public
opinion environment to support the nation’s reform and modernization efforts. The concepts,
principles, and methodologies reflected in Deng’s communications with foreign media were
systematic and innovative, further enriching his thoughts on journalism and propaganda. These
contributions hold significant theoretical value and offer practical guidance for enhancing external

exchanges and international communication in the new era.

35 - “Barrier Media” and the Local Communication Perspective: A Media-Semiotics Examination of

the Chinese Screen

- Jiang Xiaoli, Li Xing

This article explores the role of the screen in ancient China through the lens of media semiotics,
focusing on the logic of media formation and the mechanisms of symbolic representation. As a
continuum of media-signs, the screen’s pragmatic functions and broadly defined role as a “medium”
reveal a chronological evolution intertwined with material barriers. The screen extended temporal
scales and spatial distances in ancient interpersonal communication, disrupting and suspending
interactions while simultaneously enabling the creation and exchange of meaning. The “ barrier”

function of the screen transformed the production and dissemination of meaning, making previously

126



isolated interaction practices accessible and self-referential through a process of meaning
replenishment. This mediating role embodies the hierarchical logic of “de-mediation” and “re-
mediation,” highlighting the recursive transformation between materiality and symbolic
representation. By adopting a localized perspective of communication characterized by being
“separated and connected,” this study challenges the Western ontological view that barriers primarily
this

”

reduce time and space to facilitate connection. Examining the screen as an Oriental “wall,
paper enriches the genealogy of media thought, offering a basis for exploring distinct, subtle, and
slower-paced local media experiences and knowledge, in contrast to the rapid advancements of

contemporary intelligent technologies.

49 - Navigating Uncertainty: How Social Media Influencers’ Crisis Attribution Affects Public
Perception of Responsibility

- Gong He, Zhang Yidan , Huang Miaohong

The traditional theoretical model of situational crisis communication increasingly faces challenges due
to the openness of social media and the unpredictability of crises. This study aims to differentiate
between the “responsibility attribution messages” conveyed by social media influencers and the
public’s perception of “responsibility attribution. ” Additionally, it seeks to incorporate the context of

“ambiguous responsibility” into the model. To expand the exploration of crisis communication

¢ ”

mechanisms, we introduce the variable “inference of manipulative intent,” alongside other factors.
Through three experiments (N =217, N =237, and N =420), our findings reveal that influencers’
messages about responsibility attribution significantly shape the public’s perception of organizational

responsibility and the credibility of the messages themselves. Specifically, when an influencer

1 ’

explicitly states that an organization is “ responsible,” the public perceives the organizational
responsibility at its highest level. Conversely, when influencers present various possibilities regarding
responsibility attribution, their messages are perceived as more credible. However, if an influencer
suggests that an organization is “not responsible,” this undermines the message’s credibility and
increases the public’s perception of the organization’s responsibility. Interestingly, the influencer’s
professional identity did not interact with their responsibility attribution messages as initially
anticipated. Furthermore, the degree to which the public suspects influencers of manipulating
responsibility attribution messages affects their perception of organizational responsibility. As this
suspicion rises, the impact of the influencer’s messages diminishes. This study also examines the
interaction mechanisms between social media influencers and the public during crisis communication,

offering valuable insights for both theoretical understanding and practical application.

68 - Deviation, Prejudice, and Bias: Conceptual Origins and Reflections on Media Bias

* Ma Ping, Pan Yixin

Media bias commonly refers to slanted or partial coverage in news reporting, a concept
predominantly discussed in media criticism and research, especially within Western contexts.
However, its translation into “ %4\ fli '.” ( media prejudice) in many studies emphasizes the
subjectivity of media bias while overlooking its objective dimensions, leading to an oversimplification
of the concept. This study examines media bias from both objective and subjective perspectives,

focusing on structural bias and partisan bias as its key forms. We argue that media bias arises from
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