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On the Localization of Visualization Narration in Shanghai-Style Novels
Focusing on Chinese Neo-sensualist Novels and Zhang Ailing’s Novels

Feng Qin
( College of Literature & Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: Shanghai-style writers reached a consensus on their understanding of new techniques developed
in the film art and eagerly applied the borrowed techniques in their writing. However, in regard to the
essential concept of “imagery”, their visualization narratives showed marked differences. With this in mind,
the author compares and contrasts the Chinese neo-sensualist novels regarded as the typical representatives of
1930s and Zhang Ailing’s novels regarded as representative of 1940s in order to trace their transformation from
an external style to an internal one and from the Western style to the Chinese one. As regards the film’s two
major means of expression—the montage and the long shot, Chinese neo-sensualist writers tend to favor the
former, while Zhang Ailing is more at home with the latter. This difference is not unconnected with the
historical background and the individual characters of the writers, but the decisive factor is their respective
cultural positions. In the process of localization the most noteworthy is the crucial role played by the full-length
shots, especially by the fixed long shots and slow motion.

Key words: Shanghai-style novels, visualization narration, Chinese neo-sensualists, Zhang Ailing,
localization
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