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Why Poetic Language?

A Revolutionary Reinterpretation of Poetic Language

Li Ying Dong Minglai

Abstract: The structure of language in the unconscious constructs the subject’s

experience and the world around it. The subject also defines
personality itself through linear and indexical discourse. This
discursive structure is structurally identified with the symbolic order,
which constitutes the totality of the subject’s daily life. However,
Bakhtin’s discovery of the bivalence of words makes possible a break
with the logic of predication. From the post-structuralist perspective,
Kristeva identifies the possibility of the subject’s transgression of power

by emphasising the polysemy of poetic language and the intertextual
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space of multiple possibilities. Through the “subject in process”, poetic
language initiates a revolutionary practice that sweeps through textual
space as well as the socio-political sphere.
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