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Cognitive Narratological Approaches to Fictional Character Analysis
TANG Wei-sheng

Abstract: As an interdisciplinary extension of Classical Narratology Cognitive Narratology aims at constructing the general the—
ory of the narrative understanding. The study of the cognitive processes behind the reader’ s comprehension of fictional charac—
ters is therefore an indispensable part of Cognitive Narratology. The paper will first present three approaches all under the
canopy of Cognitive Narratology to fictional character analysis based upon which an important distinction will be drawn be—
tween the interpretation-oriented cognitive approach and poetics-oriented cognitive approach. It is argued that the former is an
added part of rhetorical narrative theory while the latter is an integral part of cognitive poetics.

Key words: Cognitive Narratology; mind style; fictional mind; rhetorical narrative theory

4, “ 2” “

“ ” o ”( contextual frame) o
( Greimas) “ ”
“ ”( actants) o
“ " ( actant) " .
N ( subject/ ’
object) ; ( sender/receiver) ; “ ”( mind style) R. ( Fowler)
( helper/oppo— “
nent) ' . ( James e o
Phelan) ( Halliday) ( Golding)
( ). { X The Inheritors) ( Lock)
( ). (
) “ | Fowler Halliday
”( narrative progression) “ oo 7 .
. o ( Leech & Short) “ ”
“ 7 ( Susan Lanser) “ 7 o Leech & Short
} ( Frederic “ ”
Jameson) “ ”( conceptual variation) * '’
”( . . . ) ” “ 7

38



2013 2

o ( Semino) . . ( Louis de
{ M Captain Corelli’ s Man—

9 95-122.

Bernieres)

dolin)

(l)o

(2) .

(4) - (5
(6)
(7)
(8o

( 10) o
(11)
( 12) . «
’ . « ’ « ” « vr( 13) )
(14) .
(15) o ( Sem~—
ino )
Fowler “ " ( underlexi—
calization) “ ”
“ ” (

0 .
”( schema refreshment) " : «

“ " ( top-down)
Semino . (
Y( The Collector) . ( Frederick
Clegg) o Clegg
( Miranda)
Miranda
Miranda Clegg
Clegg

( )

Clegg ( source in—
put space) Miranda ( target in—
put space) o .

“ " ( generic space) “ ” ( blended
11 “
space)
7 Miranda
Miranda
Clegg “ ”»
3 ”
Miranda
o Clegg  Miranda
( ) Semino
o Semino
o Semino
o . ( Alan Palmer)
VAl

39



2013 2

o

(

M Narrative Discourse)

M 1978)
( quoted monologue
( psychonarration

)13o

ologue

Cohn

Palmer

o

2(2004)

Palmer

» 14 11

Culler

o Palmer ( Ryan)

" ( principle of minimal departure) **

(

( preference rule)

~

14 175 -176

40

(J. Culler)

@' Palmer

(

G. Genette)

» 14 120
o

¢

).
( narrated mon— (1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

Palmer

Genette

Palmer

“

( thought-action con—
tinuum)

o

¢

( intermen—

“

”( mind-reading) ~ “

( Lisa Zunshine)



2013

Palmer

ded narrative)

Palmer “
”» (43
”»
(43 ”»
” “ ”
41142133
) o Palmer
”»
(43 ”»
Palmer
”» “ ”
“ ”
Palmer

2 145

“

Palmer

“«

”

3
" ( embed—
o Palmer
Palmer
“
Ryan “
“
”» .
" ( F-world) “
( N
Genette
3
“@
“ ”»
“

Semino

“
»
“
«
[
y
“
”» “
”»
”»
18
Culper
”
3
o
R. (R

(
(J. Culpeper)

o

. Schneider)

Palmer

. ( Van Dijk)
.
»
”» “
”»
”»
S
”»
18 « ”
o
“ ”
“ ”
” “ ”»
o
” “
«
Culpeper
;
“
“
( mental

41



2

o Schneider

Schneider
(1)

“ ” 20
o
Culpeper Schneider “ 7
o
Schneider
“ ”
o
[43 ”
o
Schneider “
“ ”»
o
“ ”» “ ” ‘@
N
” “ »
°
“ ” “ ”
( ) N N
( slot) “
o
“ ”

o

Schneider

”
o

42

Schneider

R
( mind —
o
;
0
\ .
o o
o
[3 ”»
o
19
o
“
“ ” “ ”
o
. .
”
o
“«
) o
. ”
Schneider
” “
0
« »
“ ” “
o o
»
”
o
N
.
o
”» “
.
o
[



2013 2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Selden R. A Reader’s Guide to Contemporary Literary The—
ory M . 1986:
59.

Phelan James. Reading People Reading Plots: Character
Progression and the Interpretation of Narrativer M . Chica—

go and London: The University of Chicago Press 1989:3.

Kentucky: University Press of Kentucky

Lanser Susan. Towards a Feminist Narratology J . Style
1986( 20) : 341 -363.

Ryan MariedLaure. Possible Worlds Artificial Intelligence
and Narrative Theory M .
1991.

Bloomington & Indianapolis:
Indiana University Press
Emmott Catherine. Narrative Comprehension: A Discourse

1997.

London: Oxford

Perspective M . Oxford: Clarendon Press
Fowler R. Linguistics and the Novel M .
1977:103.

Halliday M. A. K. Linguistic Function and Literary Style:

University Press

An Inquiry into the Language of William Golding” s The In—
heritors C // Chatman S. Literary Style: A Symposium.
New York: Oxford University Press 1971:330 —368.
Leech G.N. and M. H. Short. Style in Fiction M .
don: Longman 1981.

Lon—

Semino E. A Cognitive Stylistic Approach to Mind Style in
Narrative Fiction C // Elena Semino and Jonathan Culpep—
er. Cognitive Stylistics: Language and Cognition in Text A—
nalysis. Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publish—
ing Company 2002:95 -122.
Cook G. Discourse and Literature: The Interplay of Form
and Mind M . Oxford: Oxford University Press 1994.
Turner M. The Literary Mind M . New York Oxford:
Oxford University Press 1996: 86.
. . M .
1990: 115 - 117.
Cohn Dorrit. Transparent Minds: Narrative Modes for Pres—
enting Consciousness in Fiction M . Princeton: Princeton
University Press 1976.
Alan. Fictional Minds M . Lincoln and Lon-
don: University of Nebraska Press 2004.

Palmer

Culler J. Structuralist Poetics: Structuralism — Linguistics
and the study of literature M .
Kegan Paul 1975:142 - 144.

London: Routledge and

Zunshine Lisa. Theory of Mind and Experimental Repre—

J . Narrative 2003

sentations of Fictional Consciousness

17

18

19

20

21

22

(11) : 270 - 291. ¢ M ) 1
2009.

Palmer Alan. The Mind Beyond the Skin C //David Her—
man. Narrative Theory and the Cognitive Sciences . Standford:
CSLI 2003:325 -326.

Culpeper Jonathan. A Cognitive stylistics approach to char—
acterization C // Elena Semino and Jonathan Culpeper.
Cognitive Stylistics: Language and Cognition in Text Analy—
sis.  Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing
Company 2002:251 -277.

Rabinowitz

Peter J. Before Reading: Narrative Conven—
Ohio

tions and Politics of Interpretation M . Columbus:

State University Press 1998.
Schneider

Character: The Dynamics of Mental — Model Construction

J . Style 2001(35) : 607 — 640.

Ralf. Towards a Cognitive Theory of Literary

Stockwell Peter. Cognitive Poetics: An Introduction M .
London and New York: Routledge 2002.
L J—
J. 2008
(4):35-44.
12012 -09 - 15

T ABAARMX AR AR EFRELL E

AT A" (0BKO4) BAT 7R o

CEARRE, B sy EAF K F SRR F AR+,

TENEREE AR ERIF ALK EDLFZHE.

21

2 .
43



